THE BEGINNINGS OF POLAND
cities were built; trade flourished and foreign merchants
were encouraged to enter the country; and more
important than all, schools had been established. In the
government and constitution of the kingdom, however,
there was as yet no element of popular or democratic
control. The szhchta had not developed into that tre-
mendous democracy of nobles that controlled the
destinies of Poland during the centuries to come. The
political condition of Poland was that of a military
autocracy, with the towns and places of die country held
by the king's castellans and the king's men. The frequent
wars filled the land with captives, who naturally became
slaves. And over all was the king, with his council of
princes and bishops.